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Universal Children’s Day’ reminds us about our roles and 

responsibilities, in upbringing of our children by providing 

their rights, and molding them as builders of a developed 

nation. Children are one third of the world’s population and 

undoubtedly the future of the nations. Our children are the 

most valuable assets who can brighten the future of the 

country; we need to invest in them. 
 

It is unfortunate that infant mortality in Pakistan is higher as compared to neighboring 

countries like Nepal, India, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. About half of the children are 

underweight due to malnutrition of mothers. Stunting is observed among 40% of Pakistani 

children. These indicators point out to the low health condition of children in the country. 

Pakistan has ratified Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC). According to Article 28 of the 

CRC the state parties, including Pakistan have committed to recognize right of child to 

education and provision of free and compulsory primary education. This provision has been 

recognized and granted by the Constitution of Pakistan also through its Article 25-A. Federal 

and provincial governments have been taking steps for universal primary education. Budget 

for education is being enhanced to expand access and improve quality of education in 

schools. Still about 22 million children of age 5 to 16 years are out of school in Pakistan. This 

dismal situation calls for accelerated efforts to bring every child into school. 

Most of the out of school children in Pakistan belong to poor families living in under 

developed parts of the country. National Commission for Human Development (NCHD) has 

launched a special program to address learning needs of these out of school children and 

established 6,000 Community Feeder Schools. Most of these feeder schools are located in 

communities where no government school is available in the vicinity. There is a dire need to 

replicate this model and establish more non-formal basic education schools in villages and 

localities where millions of children are deprived of their right to education. 



Principle 7 of the UN Declaration ‘Right’s of the Children’ states that, “the child is entitle to 

receive education, which shall be free and compulsory, at least in the elementary stages, the 

same is envisaged in the constitution of Pakistan through Article 25- A and 37- B it has also 

envisioned in Vision 2025. They shall be given such an education which will provide them 

equal opportunities to develop their abilities, empowering in their individual judgments and 

inculcating a sense of moral and social responsibilities to make them useful member of the 

society. 

On this important Day we should make a commitment that, all stakeholders will join hands 

and work together to provide education to 22.6 million Out of School Children in the 

country, equipping them with knowledge and skills for enabling them to become useful and 

productive citizens of the country. 

 


